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Ecocriticism and Indian Writing in

_ Ecocriticism is the study of literature and the envis ]
pﬂ’mt-ﬁf view Nazum and li!ﬁrmtzfe mﬁc aiwy‘s shared a m :

The word “Bemumm has bcen uscd for tfm me&? ’é‘i il
essay Literature and Ecology : An  Experiment in Eee nticism 1
inactive in  critical vocabulary until 1989 western literature 4
Loeurd” Alene) when Cheryll Glotfelty mmved&wzmn'__ 1 works
critical field  which has been used as the “Study of nature |
of English at the university of Oregon) seconded the cal
WLA meeting . er ﬁwwm“muagﬁz term ecoc
scholars.
Ecoeriticism & Literature. e
The critics of this bmmh of the stu
underlying ecological values i o
class, gmder or race are &i&pmkéa
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the  waditional Indian shedding, the  traditions and accepting the  modem
civilization. ‘

wes
MNature  has always proved to be stonger  than man. The same effect of  atural
calamity over the human being can be seen m So many Hungers oy Bhabani Bhattachusrva,
Inthis novel we can witness a pamc prcture of Bengal femine of 1943 where more than 3
Lacks people died of starvation.  The novel poitravs the problems of hunger. poverty
and herowe suffering and sacrifice of the people.  The eminent scholar Fisher cominents
about S0 many Hungers “ In this novel the Bengal Femine s more than just  a
background: it is the very heant of the book”

However the concern for ecology became the  center point of discussions  towards
the end of the twentieth century. The previous writers never wrute with the thought of

ecology but it was justa coincidence. But Ruskin Bond is an exceplionto this mference.

We can find the concern for nature in his works. The cities like Deliradun and Mussoorie
form the settings  of his works and portray hus ardent faith in the healing powers of nature

His stories hke An Island of Trees. No Room for Leopard, The Cherry Tree, All
creatures Gireat and Small are about the relation of man with nature showing ccosystem.
The other prominent figure in this  connection is Anita Desai whose works have
the themes related to Nature which  include amimals, plants, birds ete. In her novel “Cry
ihe Peacock- Anita Desai uses external landscapes to portray inper states of mind. Maya's
inner hife s effectively  brought out throngh the landscape when we find her resentment
agamst hoer husband  for ber inability  to commumcate with her Hence  she

Compares
hersell with peacock of  Jungle.

In her another famous novel Voices e the Oty Monisha
compared to the encaged bud n her  home longumg fou
commils suicide 1o free hersell

s repeatedly
frecdom. Finally Monisha

The novelists like Kiran Desai, also shows the concemn for  nature through her
imagery of the foothills of Himalayas, and  Kabmpong.  Inher novel Kanchenjunea
stands as the ultimate truth and makes us presence  felt from time o
novel.

tune an the

In this way ecocniticism gives growing mlcmiuin ta lftf:rary tepwescmmion .0f
and i sensitive to interdependencies of nature and s s}mnsuwe to mu;:rdcpcndencms
nature and is sensy and the natural system. From the beginning the wiiters have been
of lhc. aut.hm- {man) ; :': nature, culiure and Tandscape. tn fater phase the more works
Shﬂwmfm:z::;c:;:;:azo;ﬂd be considered and read under the school of criticism.
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